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Corn ethanol: study shows minimal effect on cropland use in the US 

A new study co-authored by a University of Illinois researcher shows that the overall effects of ethanol
production on land-use have been minimal. â??The studies have simulated the crop price effects of
producing 15 billion gallons of corn ethanol and shown that they could lead to large expansion in crop
acres,â?• an author of the study says. â??We now have actual data on land-use change that has occurred
since the ethanol expansion began in 2007 and can test whether the predictions of these models have held
up. Interestingly, the raw data shows that although corn ethanol production more than doubled between
2007 and 2014, total cropland acres in 2014 were very similar to those in 2007 and the crop price index
was lower in 2014 than in 2007.â?•
Source/ read more:
https://www.farms.com/news/corn-ethanol-production-has-minimal-effect-on-cropland-use-study-shows-1
41773.aspx 
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